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was restored to its use,' which ascertains a defect that many
of his friends knew he had, though I never perceived it. I sup-
posed him to be only near-sighted; and indeed I must ob-
serve, that in no other respect could I discern any defect in
his vision; on the contrary, the force of his attention and per-
ceptive quickness made him see and distinguish all manner
of objects, whether of nature or of art, with a nicety that is
rarely to be found. When he and I were travelling in the
Highlands of Scotland, and I pointed out to him a mountain
which I observed resembled a cone, he corrected my in-
accuracy, by shewing me, that it was indeed pointed at the
top, but that one side of it was larger than the other. And the
ladies with whom he was acquainted agreed, that no man
was more nicely and minutely critical in the elegance of
female dress. It has been said, that he contracted this
grievous malady from his nurse. His mother yielding to the
superstitious notion, which, it is wonderful to think, prevailed
so long in this country, as to the virtue of the regal touch; a
notion, which our kings encouraged, and to which a man of
such inquiry and such judgement as [Thomas] Carte could
give credit; carried him to London, where he was actually
touched by Queen Anne. Johnson used to talk of this very
frankly; and Mrs Piozzi has preserved his very picturesque
description of the scene, as it remained upon his fancy. Being
asked if he could remember Queen Anne, *He had (he said)
a confused, but somehow a sort of solemn recollection of a
lady in diamonds, and a long black hood.' This touch, how-
ever, was without any effect. I ventured to say to him, in
allusion to the political principles in which he was educated,
and of which he ever retained some odour, that *his mother
had not carried him far enough; she should have taken him
to ROME/
He was first taught to read English by Dame Oliver, a
widow, who kept a school for young children in Lichfield.
He told me she could read the black letter, and asked him to
borrow for her, from his father, a bible in that character.
When he was going to Oxford, she came to take leave of him,
brought him, in the simplicity of her kindness, a present of
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